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About Me

My name is Tara Whitty. I am a 21-year-old student at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill majoring in 
journalism and mass communication. I am an aspiring public 
relations professional committed to pursuing a career in 
corporate communications. I was born and raised in the 
great state of New York. As a senior, it is my hope that 
when I graduate in May, I can find a job at a public 
relations firm in New York City. 

I was born in Bronxville, New York, and 
grew up in the village of Dobbs Ferry. 
Dobbs Ferry is an extremely small town 
on the Hudson River, just outside of New 
York City. I graduated from Dobbs Ferry 
High School with a class of 130 people, 
many of whom I am still close with. 
Growing up in such close proximity to 
New York City allowed me to frequently 
take the train into the city to spend the 
day absorbing its culture. This is how 
my dream of living in New York City 
began. I love to travel and explore new 
cultures. 

Last semester I studied abroad 
in Florence, Italy. I spent the four month 
semester travelling throughout Italy and 
exploring the major cities of Europe. 
While I had done some traveling before, 
living in Italy allowed me to see Europe 
in a way I never had before. I was able 

to live the European lifestyle every day 
by walking through the historic streets 
to class, eating some of the greatest 
food in the world, and having daily 
interactions with native Italians. 

Now that I am back at UNC, I am 
very involved with my sorority, Zeta 
Tau Alpha. Through ZTA, I participate 
in many service and philanthropy
 events each semester and have held 
several leadership positions. I am also 
a member of several student 
organizations including the Public 
Relations Student Society of America.
In my last few months at UNC, I hope 
to take in every last bit of Chapel Hill 
that I can while preparing for post-
graduate life. Although I am a Yankee 
by birth, UNC has won my heart, 
and I will always be a Tar Heel.
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Statement of Purpose
Throughout my life, I have always 
had an interest in the arts. From 
studio art classes in school, to musical 
theater, I was always more interested 
in strengthening my creative ability 
than working on my chemistry 
homework. My artistic interests drove 
me to pursue a degree in public relations 
and advertising at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. This 
past semester, I enrolled in Introduction 
to Graphic Design to explore my 
interests in using a computer to 
create aesthetically beautiful 
compositions.

The more I have learned in this course, 
the more I realize that graphic design 
is everywhere. From the soda cans I 
drink to the billboards I see hanging 
in Times Square, I realize that one can 
never go too far before coming across 
a designer’s work. I plan on using the 
skills I learned in this course in my future 
career. It is my goal to be able to 
collaborate with creative teams to 
produce effective and visually pleasing 
campaigns. I hope that when looking 
through my portfolio, you will be able to 
understand my aesthetic as a designer. 
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Visual Identity
I am...

Determined
Loyal

Enthusiastic
Stubborn

Adventurous determined to 
explore the world

a self-proclaimed 
drama queen and 
reality TV junkie

a life-long Yankee 
adapting to life in 
the South, and loving 
every minute of it
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Typography
The typography project featuring the Anatoletype font was my first 
graphic design piece. Throughout this project I wanted to play with the 
various capabilities and techniques that Adobe Illustrator has to offer. 
When studying the three Anatoletype fonts, I felt they all had a very 
elegant feel to them. For this reason, I decided to keep the composition 
simple by using only three colors and a basic, yet aesthetically pleasing 
layout.
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Poster Series For the poster series 
projects, I chose to focus 
on two events organized 
by my sorority, Zeta Tau 
Alpha. First, I created a 
poster about a philanthropic 
event Zeta Tau Alpha ran 
last year called Big Man on 
Campus. Because the event 
raised funds for breast 
cancer research and 
awareness, I used a pink 
color palette. Because the 
event has men participating in 
a beauty pageant, I wanted to 
represent some masculinity in 
the all pink composition, so 
I used a duct tape texture 
and army fon.t.

For the second part of this 
project, I created a flyer for

one of Zeta Tau Alpha’s 
upcoming events, the 25th 

Annual Franklin 5k. This 
philanthropic event also 
raises funds for breast 

cancer research and 
awareness, so I wanted to 
use some pink accents, but 

decied to use a primarily 
green and blue palette. Since 

the flyer is about a race, 
the composition features 

some people running, however, 
the main focus is the large 

25, which highlights that it 
is the 25th anniversary of 

the event.
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Infographic

For the infographic project, I made a 
brochure for the UNC Visitor’s Center 
featuring their Black & Blue Tour. This 
tour takes visitors through the history 
of African Americans on UNC’s campus. 
For this reason, I decided to focus on two 
things: art and history. I used watercolor 
brushes to create the background and 
an old fashioned font for the text. The 
hardest part about this project was 
finding a way to fit all of the text on 
the brochureI and creating a map of 
the landmarks the tour stops at. 
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